Promote the importance of early childhood with Week of the Young Child.

Week of the Young Child, April 11 – 17, 2010

The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration sponsored by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  The intent of the Young Child is to focus public attention on the needs of young children and their families and to recognize the early childhood programs and services that meet those needs.

It is the perfect opportunity for the Early Childhood Community in Connecticut to focus public attention on the important role high quality early care and education plays in the future success of our children using one consistent statewide message.  The Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance and CAEYC would like to help you do both of those things by providing resources for planning your event, and outreaching to the media and policy makers.  

CAEYC's theme for 2010 is “Early Years are Learning Years, Children Soar with Quality Early Care and Education!” It is our hope that every Early Childhood Center in Connecticut will embrace the theme using kites as a symbol for children soaring with quality early childhood.
How can we help you to successfully implement “Children Soar with Quality Early Care and Education” and make the most of Week of the Young Child?

Reaching Out:

Kick off the week with a splash – let everyone know how important early childhood is - invite parents, community leaders to participate, invite your local news media to come.
Media outreach and communications assistance is being offered by the Alliance, please contact Jessica Ciparelli at ciparelli.ceca@gmail.com
Invite your state lawmakers and community leaders!  Samantha Dynowski can help, contact her at dynowski.ceca@gmail.com.

Sponsoring:

Limited financial assistance is available for materials and/or refreshments.  Please let the Alliance's Samantha Dynowski (dynowski.ceca@gmail.com) know if you would like to be considered for assistance.

Already planning Week of the Young Child?  Let us know even if you don't need assistance!  We want to hear about your community!
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Activities
Reading and Writing
More and more attention is being paid to the need to help children learn to read. What better way to show that the Early Years Are Learning Years than to promote children's literacy by connecting your Week of the Young Child activities with others in your community?
Coordinate special program or classroom activities that include parents, businesses, and other community partners.
· Invite families to participate in your story time and other reading activities. Some parents, grandparents, or other family members may enjoy reading or telling stories to a group. Others might become a reading partner to a child in the classroom, while some parents may prefer to chaperone a field trip to the library.

· Hold a kick-off breakfast for family and community reading partners. Photograph children with their reading partner (preferably someone who can read with the child more than once a week). Then post the pictures on a sheet of paper. Ask the child-adult partners to write their comments about the books they read under their picture throughout the week.

· Ask businesses or other community partners to help fund a project to create story theme bags with books, games, and suggested family activities to do at home. Plan a kick-off event during Week of the Young Child to demonstrate how the bags can be used and to recognize business and other community partners.

· Have children write or dictate their opinions of classroom books and rate them with stars. Tally the results and post the chart in the classroom. Publish in your parent newsletter a list of the five-star books along with a few student reviews.

Work with the local library, literacy organizations, civic clubs, book store owners and other members of the education community to plan community wide celebrations.
· Organize a Children's Book Festival to celebrate reading. Children and families can dress as their favorite book characters. Businesses or organizations might provide free books to children or families can participate in a book swap. Local celebrities or public officials can read stories and theater groups can perform puppet shows or skits

Art 
Build a Kite

Paper Plate Kite

What You Need:

Paper Plate

Tissue Paper

Streamers

Crayons

String

Craft Sticks

What You Do:

Have your children draw a design (or make one with tissue paper) on the paper plate. Next have them glue foot long streamers on the paper plate. Finally punch a hole at the nose of the plate and tie a piece of yarn through it. Wrap additional yarn around a craft stick (tape the yarn to the stick) Now your children have a kite that will really fly on a windy day. 

Kite Ink Blot

What You Need

Paint

Paper

What You Do:

Give each of your children a kite shape cut out of paper (or have them cut their own) put a blob of paint in the middle of the shape and have them fold it over. This will make a really neat design on the kite.

Cellophane Kite

What You Need:

Cellophane Bag

Streamers

Yarn

What You Do:

Tie the handles together with a piece of yarn. Attach the other end of the yarn to a craft stick and wrap some yarn around the craft stick. Tape streamers to the bottom of the bag. Let your children decorate the bag with stickers. 

Draw a picture of kite flying

Paint Blowing- put blobs of paint on one end of construction paper.  Children “blow like the wind” to move the paint in different directions on the paper

Kite Flying

Demonstrations

Do It Yourself!

Books about Kites 

Kite in the Park by Lucy Cousins

Kipper's Kite by Mick Inkpen

Lucky Song by Vera Williams

Fly-Away kite by Davis Lee

Kites for Kids by Burton Marks

More . . . 

Kite Math & Science

How Far did the Kite Fly

When your children get done flying a kite, instead of rewinding the string to bring it down. Wrap the string around another stick or your hand. When you get it down then you can stretch out the string and show your children how high up the kite was.
Count kites

Wind activities
Kite Match

Cut out pairs of kites from different colors of construction paper. Have your children try to match the kites up.
Wallpaper Kite

Cut out kites from wallpaper. Cut the kites in half. Have your children match the kite sides by the design.
SAMPLE CALENDAR –

Monday – Community event to kick off the week.

Coffee and refreshments

Read the Governor's Proclamation

Have the mayor declare Week of the Young Child with his/her own proclamation

Tuesday

Activities

Begin Kite Building

Read A Kite Story

The Letter K-age appropriate activities
Wednesday

More Kite Building

Kite Math- Counting Kites

Thursday

Complete Kites

Have parents or others in to read kite stories to children

Kite Colors – Identifying colors

Friday

Fly the Kites!

Sign and send your Kite Thank you Message to your policy makers

KITE MESSAGE – we can create a template for each program

Picture of Kite

Message:

Students write their names

Send to:

Mayor

State Lawmakers

