President Elect


Nanci Dower

I own and operate a small for-profit child care center for the last 30 years.  I have sat on the QRIS committee as a provider and a CAEYC member.  I am on the Connecticut Charts-A-Course Steering Committee, am an adjunct professor at Post University and a past adjunct at Gateway Community College, as well as a present CAEYC Board member.  If elected, I would create an updated email and phone listing for all family, group, and center facilities as a way to communicate information regarding the ECE community and activities.  I would also bring in more individuals into our membership by being visible at Education meetings, schools and libraries.

Vice President of Public Policy


Gail Corbett
I have worked in the capacity as Education Coordinator and now Project Manager for School Readiness at New Haven Public Schools for just over 4 years; currently overseeing 11 pre-k classrooms in 6 sites.  I have assisted in bringing 5 sites through NAEYC accreditation, with my own site in the site visit window next week.  I hold an MS in Early Childhood from SCSU; a BA is Business from Albertus Magnus College and recently earned a CT Director’s Credential through Charter Oak State College.  My role at NHPS includes managing 11 classrooms; guiding the 6 sites through NAEYC Accreditation or reaccreditation, training staff, serving on curriculum committee, and assessment committee; and am currently teaching a CDA Cohort at Albertus Magnus College in collaboration with NHPS.
Treasurer


Heather Kneipfer
For the past 12 years I have been a Financial Analyst for Choate Rosemary Hall, a private boarding school in Wallingford, CT.  In this position, I am responsible for a $47 million operating budget.  I coordinate with numerous budget managers throughout the School to ensure budgets are managed appropriately.  I also coordinate the allocation of $1 million capital equipment budget.  I communicate with constituencies across campus.  I prepare monthly reports for the Board of Trustees, perform monthly analysis, complete surveys and have many ad hoc projects.  I work with our auditors at year end as well.  

Prior to my time at Choate, I worked at Lane Construction for 5 years and Bob’s Stores, both in Meriden.  I worked in the accounting departments for both companies.  While at Bob’s I was responsible for monthly and quarterly filings to our parent company.  At Lane Construction I handled cash management, capital equipment, accounts payable, accounts receivable and prequalification.

I graduated from Bryant University in 1990 with a Bachelor’s of Science in Accounting and currently live in Wallingford with my daughter Amanda.

Vice President of Affiliate Affairs


Marie Monahan

I feel that local affiliates and chapters are connecting to the state affiliates.  Through our monthly board meetings, representatives from the local affiliates and chapters report out what is happening at the local level.  The CAEYC board has responded to requests through our Executive Director and VP of Affiliate Affairs.  Having served on the board of a local affiliate (CNV; newsletter, secretary, program and President), I am familiar with the dynamics of the local affiliate on the state board.  I have had the opportunity to serve as a replacement representative to the Affiliate Council at the NAEYC national level, when the VP of Affiliate Affairs could not go.  I am aware of the strengths of the AEYC are dependent on the relationships between the local, state and national working together. I have the experience on the state board and local board to continue relationship building.  I see technology as a way to connect to our local affiliates and chapter leaders.  Conference calls, email or a blog are possibilities to dialogue with busy leaders.  I am looking forward to serve the affiliates and chapters.

At-Large Representative (3)


Christine Markovits

I have been the Executive Director of Westport Community Nursery School for the past five years.  Prior to this, I was a Director and a preschool teacher for 15 years in Danbury, CT.  I have earned a B.F.A. in art education and jewelry design/construction, but quickly realized that my passion was early childhood education.  I returned for further education and now hold certifications in Early Childhood Education and Leadership as well as a Connecticut Director's Credential.  My school is accredited through NAEYC since 1994 and is a non-profit organization.  I am very knowledgeable and passionate about all aspects of early childhood education and would like to share my experiences and ideas with others.  I am also a certified education consultant and have helped many schools through the accreditation process.


Kris Keidel

I have recently been a part of the following committees:

District Data Team, School Readiness Council, School Readiness By-Law Sub-Committee Chair, CAS Early Childhood Education, United Way of Greater Waterbury Work Group on the Education Focus Area, Waterbury Task Force for Early Childhood Education and the District Technology Plan Committee.  I have received my Bachelor's in Education from Saint Joseph College.  I received my Master's Science, Special Education from Southern Connecticut State University and my 6th year in Administration and Supervision through Central Connecticut State University.  I am currently the Early Childhood Education Supervisor for the Waterbury Public School system.  I am also and adjunct professor at Saint Joseph College for their Master's in Reading program.  I am the supervisor of 33 public school Pre-Kindergarten classrooms consisting of approximately 600 children.  The classrooms are a mix of 3 and 4 year olds.  They are made up of regular education, inclusion and co-taught settings.  My office is responsible for recruitment, placement, and coordination of testing, staffing, budgeting, parent outreach, bussing, Kindergarten Transition and public education of the Early Childhood Education Program.  I coordinate funding from several sources.  All the classrooms have been scored through ECERS and ELLCO.  Several centers are going through the beginning stages of the NAEYC accreditation process.  Thus far, one center has passed the accreditation process with an average score of 98.  I have updated the Pre-Kindergarten curriculum and the progress reports to directly correlate to the CT Language Arts and Mathematics Standards and the CT Preschool Assessment Framework.  Along with aligning the curriculum to the National Common Core Standards, I have effectively implemented Data Driven Decision Making teams in the Early Childhood Education program.  Common Planning time and Department Improvement teams have also been established.  I have much experience with the TEAM program.  I am a TEAM reflection paper scorer.


Margaret Chappell

Trained as both a teacher and clinical social worker, I have been fortunate to work with young children, their families, and their educators for over thirty years.  My professional positions have included:  second grade classroom teacher; summer program teacher for 3, 4, and 5 year olds; school administrator (Director of Lower School Division Grades PreK-4); parent education speaker in area nursery schools; school clinical consultant; child and family therapist; and educational consultant.  I have also volunteered in several community agencies:  Community Coalition for Children (a collaborative effort of community agencies serving children and families in Southeastern CT); Scholarship Committee/Learning House in Guilford, CT; and Board of Trustees, Mooreland Hill School, Kensington, CT.  As a member of the CAEYC Board, I would hope to be a voice for the following issues:  I have a keen interest in the collaboration and effective communication between schools, daycare providers, parents and community agencies and professionals working with and on behalf of young children to insure that the well-being of children remain the focus of the dialogue.  I am passionate about the upholding of the NAEYC “Call to Action” and the need to advocate for developmentally appropriate curriculum including social/emotional learning.  Finally, I would like to insure that educators and caregivers of young children receive the respect, credit and support they need and deserve for the critical service they provide!


Michael Ruzza

I am moving to Connecticut to live with my fiancé. We have a home in Windham, CT.  I will be starting work as an assistant director for Educational Playcare in Farmington.

My qualifications include a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education from the College of Saint Rose located in Albany, NY.  I’m a licensed early childhood trainer via Connecticut Charts-A-Course.  In addition, I am a licensed CPR/AED/First Aid instructor with the American Red Cross.


I presently serve on the board of the Capital District Childcare Coordinating Council, a training organization here in upstate New York.

Membership


Rose Slavin

I have been in the early childhood field as a preschool teacher for over 29 years.  I am presently a head teacher/manager at Yale New Haven Hospital Day Care Center where I have worked for 22 years.  As a manager at the hospital, I have taken many courses in leadership and supervision.  I am enrolled at the University of Bridgeport in an Administration and Leadership sixth year program.  I will earn my sixth year degree by December 2012.  I believe my skills as a leader will benefit the CTAEYC.  I participated in an ACES Mentor program where I shared my skills and insights with a beginning teacher, giving feedback and advice as she developed in her role as a preschool teacher.  I participated in the YNHH Parent Advisory Board where I worked with parents to write our Day Care Mission Statement.


Susan Sponheimer

I have worked in the field of Early Childhood Education for over 30 years.  I worked as the social services coordinator for a state-funded program for 13 years and as a Head Start/School Readiness Administrator for 17 years.  I am currently employed by the UMass Donahue Institute as a State Manager for the CT Head Start Training and Technical Assistance Center.  As the state manager, I am responsible for providing training in the areas of early childhood education and Parent, Family & Community Engagement.  I also have taught ECE courses at Gateway Community College.  As a former Head Start Director and as a provider of technical assistance to Head Start/Early Head Start, I can bring a federal perspective to the CAEYC board, especially in the areas of establishing School Readiness goals; the alignment of state and federal early learning standards and professional development.

Provider Seat


Fil Montanye
My name is Filomena Montanye.  I am currently the Director for Easter Seals All Kids.  I have a BS in Elementary Education with a component in Early Childhood and have been working in the Early Childhood field for the past 24 years in various settings including Head Start and School Readiness.  I am deeply committed to the field, and place high value on the importance of families in their child’s education, influenced largely by my own childhood experiences.   I was born in Toronto, Canada to a family that emigrated from Italy. My family moved to Connecticut when I was 6 months old not speaking English and I entered kindergarten speaking only Italian.  My early experiences as an English language learner with a teacher who supported and welcomed me and my family are a large part of the reason I entered the Early Childhood field and I look forward to serving on the CAEYC board. 


Mary Beth Sweeney

I have been the director of early childhood programs at Mystic Aquarium for the past six years.  In that time I have created and developed Sea School, a science-based preschool, establishing the program as the country’s first licensed preschool in an aquarium.  I have also created and managed other early childhood programs for the aquarium such as mommy and me programs and baby sign language workshops.  I also have experience is organizing grant funded programming with local schools.  One long-running grant funded relationship has been with the Friendship School, a magnet preschool and kindergarten in New London.

I have attended the NAEYC conference for the past several years and am very interested in staying well informed with the latest early childhood research and news.  I have particular passion for promoting science and nature based education for young children.

I feel that informal learning institutions such as museums, zoos and aquariums have the potential to make a significant impact on young learners.  I look forward to learning more about the Connecticut AEYC and learning if my background and experience could be a contribution.
Student Seat


Ashley Cicchetti
I’m 24 years old and have worked in the early childhood field for eight years. I have worked with infants through school aged children with many different types of disabilities. I would love to share my experiences going through a public school with a disability.  Currently I am a junior at Post University pursuing my BS in Child Studies.  
Accreditation Chair


Sonya Lewis

I have served in the Early Childhood Education field for over 30 years.  I have directed NAEYC Accredited Centers for 20 years and have supported 5 programs with their Accreditation process.  Under the original Accreditation system, I also served as a volunteer NAEYC Validator.  I believe NAEYC Accreditation is the national standard which both people in and outside of our profession can measure the quality of our programs.  I have had the opportunity to serve on local, state and regional boards (Central Naugatuck Valley AEYC, Connecticut AEYC, and New England AEYC) in a number of capacities.  I feel my professional experiences as a director of an accredited center, as a consultant for other programs and as an AEYC board member helps me to understand the work, time and effort needed to become accredited.  As Accreditation Chair, I will represent CAEYC to support the Connecticut Accreditation Facilitation Project (AFP), keep Connecticut updated regarding NAEYC accreditation standards and  issues, and celebrate all new and re-accredited programs.

